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Transforming Lives
FundaVida effectively breaks the cycle 
of poverty afflicting children and families 
in at-risk areas of Costa Rica by offering 
life-changing hope, instilling purpose and 
inspiring freedom.

We achieve this by promoting physical 
and emotional health, creating 
educational opportunity and developing 
character and strength of spirit.

We are committed to building long term, 
caring relationships, empowering youth 
to discover and use their talents, and 
leveraging our resources for the greatest 
possible impact.

Learn more:
www.fundavida.org

Follow Us:
Twitter: @dearnleychris
www.facebook.com/cdearnley1

Donate today:
www.puravidacoffee.com/foundersfund

“The destiny of a child is shaped not by 
peers but by a caring adult. At FundaVida 
we desire for every child to know that 
they are valuable, loved by God and that 
hope is within their reach.”

Chris Dearnley
Founder/President
dearnleychris@gmail.com
 

ris Chincihilla, 
an out-going 
16-year-old boy, 
lives in an 
at-risk commu-

nity on the Southside of San 
Jose, Costa Rica. At the age of 
two, his father abandoned him 
and his two sisters, leaving his 
mother to provide for their 
family. Despite her best efforts, 
she couldn’t handle the difficult 
situation. After struggling for 
two years, she fell into a deep depression that left her hospitalized for almost a 
year. 

“This was the most difficult situation I have ever experienced. My mother was 
not able to recognize me and she would faint right in front of me. I had to go live 
with my aunt and uncle and I started blaming my father for everything,” 
commented Aris.

Aris has been a part of FundaVida since the age of six. He started in the Computer 
Center and later joined the FundaVida English program and the Youth Club.  
Now, he forms part of a committed group of young leaders, who desire to trans-
form their at-risk communities.  Over the years, Aris has struggled with forgiving 
his father, and un-forgiveness frustrated his life and relationships. 

At the beginning of the year his father contacted him for the first time since 
leaving their family 10 years ago. Aris was shocked. He wanted nothing to do 
with his father. Yet after going on FundaVida’s Service Trip to Talamanca (a 
jungle community in Costa Rica, poorer than where Aris lives,) his attitude 
changed. 

“The trip changed my life. I always thought I had the most difficult situations, but 
the kids from Talamanca have suffered twice as much as I have and yet they don’t 
let this stop them. I saw how one girl decided to forgive her father and how her 
act of forgiveness gave her happiness and freedom. I knew at that moment that I 
wanted to do the same.”

Aris returned to San Jose with a new attitude and forgave his father. Since then he 
still faces challenges, but with a new found freedom. He continues pursing his 
goal of finishing high school in order to achieve his dream of becoming a marine 
biologist. 

To all who contribute to FundaVida, thank you for helping make change like this 
possible.
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